Familial neuroblastoma presenting as multiple tumors.
Multiple primary tumors are a common mode of presentation in familial neuroblastoma but must be differentiated from metastatic disease. The cases of 2 siblings with multiple neuroblastomas are presented and 44 additional cases of neuroblastoma reviewed. It was found that primary tumors localize to the posterior mediastinum, the adrenals, and the paravertebral ganglia whereas metastatic disease is found in the anterior and middle mediastinum, bones and para-aortic nodes. Based on these observations, the diagnosis of multiple primary tumors can be made and should lead to early consideration of familial neuroblastoma.